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easily be imagined the express was to be well paid; and being made sensible that he ran little or no hazard in carrying a piece of blank paper, he undertook it, and as fortunately-arrived with it to the earl, at a moment when chagrin and despair might have hurried him to some resolution that might have prove.d fatal. The messenger himself, however, knew nothing of the joining of the fleets, or the meaning of his message.
As soon as the Earl of Peterborow received this welcome message from Brigadier Stanhope he marched the very same night, with nis whole little body of forces, to a town on the sea shore, called Sigeth. No person guessed the reason of his march, or knew anything of what the intent of it was. The officers, as formerly, obeyed without inquiry, for they were led to it by so many unaccountable varieties of success, that affiance became a second nature, both in officer and soldier.
The town of Sigeth was about seven leagues to the westward of Barcelona; where, as soon as the earl with his forces arrived, he took care to secure all the small fishing-boats, feluccas, and sattees; nay, in a word, every machine in which he could transport any of his men; so that in two days' time he had got together a number sufficient for the conveyance of all his foot.
But, a day or two before the arrival of the English fleet off Sigeth, the officers of his troops were under a strange consternation at a resolution their general had taken. Impatient of delay, and fearful of the fleets passing by without his knowledge, the earl summoned them together a little before night, at which time he discovered to the whole assembly, that he himself was obliged to endeavour to get aboard the English fleet; and that, if possible, before the French scouts should be able to make any discovery of their strength : that, finding himself of no farther tase on shore, having already taken the necessary precautions for their transportation and security, they had nothing to do but pursue his orders, and make the best of their way to Barcelona in the vessels which ho had provided for them: that they might do this in perfect security when they saw the English fleet pass by; or if they should pass by in the night, an engagement with the French, which would be an inevitable consequence, would give then sufficient notice what they had to do farther.